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Survey: The State 
of Financial Literacy 
Instruction in U.S. Schools

In March 2023, 
WeAreTeachers surveyed 
over 600 educators across 
the country (approximately 
25% principals and admins, 
and 75% classroom 
teachers) about the state of 
financial education in their 
schools.
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Educators Report 
More than 8 in 10 
(86%) High Schools 
Teach Financial 
Literacy

35% of students receive over 30 hours 
of classroom instruction in financial 
literacy. However, nearly a quarter of 
students receive 10 or fewer hours 
per year of financial literacy 
instruction.
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K-5 students are the least 
likely to receive financial 
literacy instruction.

Only 50% of elementary students receive any 
classroom instruction in financial literacy at all.

Of those that do, nearly 40% receive less than 10 
hours of financial literacy learning per year.
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Financial Literacy has 
no clear home in the 
school curriculum.

In fact, across K-12, financial literacy is slightly more 
likely (32% vs 20) to be taught in a social studies 
class than in a math class.

Breaking it down by grade level, elementary 
students are most likely (37%) to learn financial 
literacy skills in math class.

Middle schoolers are most likely to learn about 
financial literacy in a business elective (39%) or a 
social studies class (38%).

For high schoolers, a business elective was the most 
likely place for financial education learning (56%).
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Asked to rate the importance of teaching financial 
literacy on a scale of 1-10, educators gave it a 7.8

However, in their comments, many educators shared that it was sometimes a struggle to fit financial 
literacy in to the curriculum.

"I try to build in some financial literacy when I can (example: sales tax)

when the scenario arises in math real world problems."

"I don’t have a curriculum. I do try and incorporate it as much as possible"

"I have a box of resources but have not yet had time to do anything with them. :-("

"I try to teach money management skills when discussing the topic of money in math class,
but there's never a designated time to teach the skill."
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Teachers are looking 
for hands-on activities 
and online games to 
teach financial literacy.

Interestingly, high school teachers were 
even more likely (84%) to request hands-on 
activities than elementary teachers (77%).

Teachers also highly value online activities 
or games for their students at every grade 
level.

Elementary teachers prefer videos (42%) 
over slideshows (33%). MS and HS teachers 
prefer slideshows (45%) to videos (37%).
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Summary:

The State of 
Financial Literacy 
Education

• While financial literacy is seen as important by both 
teachers and parents, it does not have a clear and 
accepted place in the curriculum and the school 
calendar.

• While 65% of schools offer financial literacy, too 
often—1/3 of the time— it is only a few hours over the 
course of the school year.

• Teachers look for opportunities to fit in life skills and 
"real world learning" like financial literacy skills 
into math, social studies and other classes.

• Teachers want more online interactive games and 
activities for their students to teach financial literacy. 
Even more, they are looking for hands-on activities.
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The Deloitte High School 

Accounting Challenge
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GOAL

Provide real-world accounting lessons to teen accounting 

students.

Interest high schoolers in the accounting profession. 

Three accounting challenges including video introductions and 

printable worksheets with entrepreneurial storylines to engage 

students in learning accounting topics. Plus, a teacher’s guide 

and accounting tools for quick implementation.

The Deloitte High School 
Accounting Challenge
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• 3 custom student challenges each including an animated 

video, teacher’s guide, and student worksheets.

The Deloitte High School 
Accounting Challenge

View theDeloittte accounting challenge.

https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/careers/articles/join-deloitte-high-school-accounting-challenge.html
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GOAL

• Teach basic finance skills to middle and high school 

students.

• Prepare students with financial life-skills.

A choose-your-adventure style online game to teach basic 

finance skills like budgeting, saving, and credit cards.

Provide a teacher’s guide and follow-up worksheets for 

classroom use.

Wells Fargo, Dollars & Decisions
Interactive Game
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An interactive game set up to reflect a young adult’s life in the 

city. Players share an apartment, choose a job, budget for 

expenses, and make money decisions.

.weareteachers.com/hub/handsonbanking/

Wells Fargo, Dollars & Decisions
Interactive Game
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GOAL

• Teach math skills and financial responsibility to 

students in K-8.

• Provide printable and digital lessons and activities.

PROGRAM 

A WeAreTeachers microsite hub hosting 15+ classroom 

resources to help educators teach math and financial 

skills. Include lessons on coin counting, basic money 

terms, responsible spending, sales tax, and more.

Regions Bank,
Adventures in Math Microsite
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Build a microsite hub hosting digital interactive lessons and 

printable worksheets organized by grade level.

weareteachers.com/hub/adventures-in-math/

Regions Bank,
Adventures in Math Microsite
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GOAL

• Drive awareness for Everfi’s financial literacy 

resources.

• Provide easy ways teachers can integrate the 

resources and testimonials.

DESCRIPTION

Create a custom article outlining the Everfi courses in 

financial education. Highlight the benefits, how it fits into 

curriculum, and the real-life changes it has made in 

classrooms.

Everfi,
Financial Literacy Article


